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Past accomplishments

Passed the CASP
Pima’s Climate Action & 
Sustainability Plan adopted by 
governing board and integrated 
into the college strategic plan

Hired:
Phil Berry, Director, Office of 
Sustainability
Dr. Maria Pereira, TLC 
Sustainability Faculty Fellow

CAS Course Proposals 
& Subgroup work

Climate Events, 
Student Survey & CAS 
Faculty Search New prefix (CAS); 6 new 

courses; TLC workshops; 
pathway development; 
interdisciplinary collaborations

Spring 2022 Fall 2022

Spring 2023 Fall 2023

Hired: Dr. Crystal 
McKenna

https://pima.edu/about-pima/leadership-policies/integrated-planning/docs/casp.pdf
https://pima.edu/about-pima/leadership-policies/integrated-planning/docs/casp.pdf


Student Survey: 
How interested would you be in taking a course focused 
on climate change and/or sustainability, as part of your 
general education requirements?

● n=335
● 75% somewhat/very 

interested



CAS Plan: 4 Targets

Target 2:  Ensure all learners 
understand the key principles of 
climate action and sustainability, 
and can apply them in the field in 
which they are trained.



From Geology/Geography → Earth 
Systems & Society

New Department Name



CAS Plan: Target 2
Ensure all learners understand 
the key principles of climate action 
and sustainability, and can apply 
them in the field in which they are 
trained.



4-credit transferable general 
education science and social-
behavioral course with no 
prerequisites

CAS101: 
Sustainable Futures

Explores sustainability's complex interplay with 
scientific literacy, human values, 
environmental impacts, and global dynamics - 
learning from the past while preparing 
solutions for the future. Includes evaluation of 
scientific data with personal, societal, and 
environmental implications, critical analysis of 
current practices, and envisioning sustainable 
solutions for the future. Also includes 
examination of real-world local and global 
challenges, interdisciplinary perspectives, and 
the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals.



4-credit transferable general 
education science and global 
awareness course with no 
prerequisites

CAS102: Environmental 
Explorations

Introduction to natural and social systems 
in environmental contexts. Includes 
exploration of essential scientific methods 
and processes, interconnectedness of 
ecosystems, key environmental 
institutions, and the application of 
environmental concepts to real-world 
challenges. Also includes analysis of 
environmental data, biodiversity, policy, 
conservation strategies, and articulating 
environmental arguments.



3-credit transferable social-
behavioral course with no 
prerequisites

CAS110: Food, People 
and the Planet

This course takes a critical social science 
and systems approach to understanding 
and analyzing food systems in the 21st 
century amidst concerns of climate change, 
urbanization, sustainability and
equity. Students will explore the historical 
and contemporary political and economic 
arrangements shaping food systems from 
farm to fork to landfill, and be encouraged 
to evaluate how larger social processes 
shape their own lived experiences of food 
and drink consumption and its impact on 
individual and environmental health.



3-credit transferable social-
behavioral and global 
awareness course with no 
prerequisites

CAS111: Sustainable 
Cities & Societies

Explores the intricate web of urban living and 
sustainable development including current 
and anticipated issues specific to urban places 
at scales ranging from local to global with an 
emphasis on environmental, social, and 
economic dimensions. Also includes urban 
planning and design, historical and 
contemporary social-political approaches to 
sustainable development, including the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals, 
Traditional Ecological Knowledge, and societal 
approaches to encouraging sustainable 
intention, awareness, equity, and action.



3-credit transferable social-
behavioral and global 
awareness course with no 
prerequisites

CAS120: Systems, Logic 
& Sustainability

Explores the intersection between 
systems thinking, sustainability, and 
leadership. Includes analysis of natural 
and human systems structure, leverage 
points, management and problem-
solving approaches. Also includes 
personal applications of systems 
concepts in knowledge acquisition and 
leadership.



Fall 2024:



Spring 2025:



General 
Education with a 
Theme @ PCC:  Why, 
How, When, etc…
–CASP Curriculum Team, and 
you?

“I needed a 
science class, 
and this fit 
my schedule”



Gen-Ed with a 
Theme:  Climate 
Action & 
Sustainability



CAS101 Workshop:
Introduction to Climate 
Action and Sustainability

Questions for today:

- What is CAS and why does it matter?
- How does sustainability connect to your 

teaching practice?
- What’s next?

Dr. Crystal McKenna, CAS Faculty
Dr. Maria Pereira, Sustainability Faculty 
Fellow



#MCAC Workshop:
MakeClimateAClass

Dr. Maria Pereira, TLC Sustainability Faculty Fellow
Dr. Crystal McKenna, CAS Faculty



Community Spotlight
Build community, take action!



Websi
te 

and 
Agenda

https://sites.google.com/pima.edu/pcc-tlc/collaboratives/worldwide-climate-and-justice-in-education-week-2024
https://sites.google.com/pima.edu/pcc-tlc/collaboratives/worldwide-climate-and-justice-in-education-week-2024
https://sites.google.com/pima.edu/pcc-tlc/collaboratives/worldwide-climate-and-justice-in-education-week-2024


CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, 
including icons by Flaticon, infographics & images by Freepik

THANKS!
Do you have any questions? 
cmckenna3@pima.edu

https://slidesgo.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/
https://www.freepik.com/

